
Artist Statement: Water Series 

I lived close to the ocean. When I wasn't painting, I took great 
pleasure in heading out to sea in a fishing boat. Out on the boat, in 
the breeze, bobbing on the waves, my body and mind felt a 
wonderful release from the cares of the world as I cast my line.  As I 
reeled in my fish, I was often also able to "reel in" exciting ideas for 
my paintings. 

Beyond the distant horizon, the endless, vast ocean, that boundless 
space!  And that ocean holding within its vastness, the countless 
creatures of the sea!  I was humbled by the awe-inspiring way the 
ocean hides such mysteries beneath its simple vastness.  As an artist 
who had spent his whole life seeking beauty and trying to express it, 
I was moved by the ocean's ability to radiate such profound beauty 
at any given moment. 

As the rays of the sun tumble into the ocean, the light spreads in an 
array of colors as if through a prism. At times, the light may reflect 
brilliantly and at other times it shimmers with more subdued 
intensity.  

The constantly moving atmosphere, the shifting sounds, the 
changing shape of the waves, light and color changing moment by 
moment—there is no moment when it can ever stop and no moment 
can ever look the same as the process of change and rebirth goes 
forward and yet … and yet the sea never changes and is forever 
constant. 

So, when I look out upon the ocean, I tremble as if I am holding part 
of the universe in my hand.  This is why, for the past thirty years I have 
ceaselessly tried, through The Water Series, to put that "tremble" 
onto my canvasses. 


